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Proposal for Enalish 367: Studies in Children's Literature.
Nature and objectives of the course:

First, a brief history of the teaching of children's literature in
the Enqlish Department: In 76-1, a Special Studies course in children's
literature was given jointly by Professor Steig and Visiting Professor Bleich.
Student demand for the course was very heavy, and the drop-rate was law.
Subsequently, the Department proposed a new course, English 363, Varieties
.of Fantasy, which, it was understood, would sometimes be taught as a
children's literature course, concentrating on fantasy for children. Since
its approval, English 363 has been offered alternately as Science-Fiction
and as Children's Literature. There has been a consistently hich enroliment
and continuing demand for both courses, which has created soriething of a
problem, in that there has been little opportunity to offer 363 with a
different content, such as adult fantasy or the qothic novel.

Children's literature has in the past decade become an -extremely
active and lively subdivision of literary study in English departments
throughout MNorth America. The annual journal, Children's Literature,
enters its eighth year with a new publisher, Yale University Press, and
several other journals have recently bequn publication--journals con-
cerned with children's literature as a field of study within the disci-
pline of English literature, rather than to the use of children's litera-
ture in the elementary or secondary school classroom. UBC has courses
in children's literature in the faculty of education, the English
department, and the graduate School of Librarianship.

The children's literature courses taught thus far under the
rubrics of Special Studies or Varieties of Fantasy in our English
department have made rigorous demands on students. The "response"
approach described in the attached course description for 80-1 has
generally been used, but there is no requirement that such an approach
always be used in this course; the only requirement is that children's
literature be treated seriously and as of value in itself. The English
department's approach will always be significantly different from that
of Education 465, which is. directed towards the use of children's
literature in the elementary or secondary classroom; indeed, the courses
should, for students goind into teaching, complement one another.

The creation of English 367 will acknowledge and regularize an
already existing situation: that the demand for a course in children's
literature is heavy, and that it must be given frequently. It will
reduce the pressure on English 363, so that a number of interested faculty
members may offer that course with a different content than either
science-fiction or children's literature. And it will make our offerings
more nearly equivalent to those of a large number of English departments
in North America.



